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Lieutenant Commander Arthur Geoffrey Gascoyne Webb, RN. (Retired.), O.B.E., (1896-1981), was born in Kent. 
He entered the Royal Navy in 1914 and served in the Battle of Jutland. When the size of the Navy was cut he spent 
five years teaching and cricket coaching, and married Audrey Haggard, a niece of the late Sir Rider Haggard. 


A keen sportsman, his great love was cricket. He played for the Navy, was a member of the M.C.C., and also played 
for a number of clubs including Trinity Tom Tits and Incogniti, and later for Nigeria. 


In 1928 he accepted a post under the Colonial Office and served in Nigeria until 1933. Becoming proficient in the 
Hausa language, he and a friend, F.W.Taylor, wrote a book on Hausa customs', and he translated stories for use in 
schools. 


He returned to England after the death of his wife, who had joined him in Nigeria for his third tour, and in due 
course, was appointed secretary to Leicestershire County Cricket Club, playing for Leicestershire and the 
Gentlemen of Leicestershire. In 1935 he married Iris, elder daughter of Major and Mrs. Barry Thompson, of Tindall 
Lodge, Grantham. 


He left Leicestershire to work for the British Sailors’ Society, of which he eventually became General Secretary. 


Recalled to the Navy in 1939, he served in anti-submarine trawlers in the Dover Straits until released on special 
orders to carry on welfare work for seamen. He finally joined King George’s Fund for Sailors in 1944 as Deputy 
Secretary and Appeals Secretary, and organised the Lord Mayor’s Appeal for the Royal and Merchant Navies. He 
stayed with King George’s Fund for Sailors until his retirement in 1961, having been awarded the O.B.E. in the 
Coronation Honours in 1953. 


He retired to Suffolk for 12 years, finally moving to Oakham, Rutland in 1974. A successful artist, working mainly 
in pastel, he exhibited at the Pastel Society exhibitions for a number of years. 


He wrote an account of his time in Nigeria, 1928-33, an edited and slightly reduced version of which was 
subsequently published in instalments, illustrated with Geoffrey’s photographs, in the Leicester Evening Mail, in 
November 1936, each day from 2" to 6" and (the following week) from 9" to 13th. 


His younger son Nigel Webb subsequently published a version very close to the original typescript, under the title 
Five Years in the White Man’s Grave inserting a selection of photographs from Geoffrey’s album, not all of which 
appeared in the newspaper version. This version may also be found in this archive. 


Geoffrey Webb’s uncle, Frederick Kelly Gascoyne, had served in Sir Frederick Lugard’s West African Frontier 
Force, which had conquered and pacified Nigeria between 1900 and 1904. Adrian Webb, Geoffrey’s elder son, 
served in Northern Nigeria as an Assistant District Officer in the 1950s. 





' Labarun al’adun hausawa da zantatukansu (Accounts and conversations describing certain customs of the 
Hausas) 


GEOFFREY WEBB’S INTRODUCTION: 


I took these stories down from Mallam Dan Ja, a native teacher of Katsina, Northern Nigeria. I translated them as he 
told them to me, and have only altered my original wording a little, in order that they may be readable. 


In 


Many of the natives' stories are widespread in Nigeria, so it is just possible that one or two of these are already in 
print. If this is so, I apologise, and can only say that I have not 'borrowed' them. 


all other respects they are exactly as Mallam Dan Ja recounted them. 


Note: 


A Mallam is a learned man or a teacher, while the Jackal (in stories) is always considered to be the Mallam among 


the animals. 
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1. THE SPIDER AND HIS WIFE. 


Once there was a great famine in the bush, and everybody was very hungry. But this did not worry the Spider’s 
wife, because she had found a way of getting food very easily. 


Every day she used to take her axe and her bag and go to the King's farm where there was a very big ox. When she 
got there she used to climb up to one of his ears, and then she would say “Salaam Alaikum” and the ear would open 
and she would go in. Then she used to walk about inside the animal and fill her bag with meat which she cut off 
with her axe. 


After she had got enough provisions, she used to go back to the ear and say "Salaam Alaikum", and then the ear 
would open again and she would go home. 


And so it went on for several days, until the Spider began to wonder where his wife got all this good meat. First he 
asked her, but she refused to tell him; so one day he followed her and watched what she did very care- 
fully. Next day he took the axe and the bag and went off to the King's farm. 


When he got there, he climbed up to one of the ears, and repeated the words, "Salaam Alaikum". At once the ear 
opened and he went inside and cut off some liver, kidney and a little of the heart. When he had filled his bag he 
went back to the ear, but, alas the had forgotten the word. He thought it was “Marhaba” and though he repeated this 
many times the ear would not open, and there he was a prisoner inside. 


Now the King had noticed that the Ox was getting thin, and he had ordered his butchers to kill it and cut it up. So 
while the Spider was still looking for a way out, the butchers came and many people came to watch. Now the 
Spider's Wife had heard the news, so she came running along and cried "Spider! Spider! Go down into the 
stomach”. 


So when the Spider heard, he climbed down into the stomach, just before the ox was killed. 

After they had killed the ox, the butchers skinned it and cut it up and the King gave presents to the people. But 
when they came to the inside of the stomach, the butchers asked the King to whom he would give it. Then the 
Spider's wife approached the King saying, “May Allah give you a long life. May he give you great wealth. See that 
man, Oh King! He is blind and will not know what he is eating”. 


The King thought that a good plan and the butchers took the nasty inside to the blind man. Then the King and his 
councillors went away. 


After they had gone away, the Spider crept out and ran away and no one saw him. 


2. TYOJI, KING OF THE GIANTS. 


Tyoji was so tall that, at the time of the Flood, he was able to walk about with his head and shoulders out of the 
water. He put his wife on his shoulder and from time to time he bent down and picked a fish out of the water: this 
he held near the sun and roasted it and then he gave it to his wife to eat. 


When the Flood subsided they took up their normal life again. One day she annoyed him by asking him what he had 
ever done for her. So he said "Did I not save you from the Flood and give you fish when you were hungry? May 
God reward you for your ingratitude. And he threw some earth at her. Now if some food is not finished but left to 
dry in a calabash, you will certainly find earth among the food next morning. Thus it has been ever since the King 
of the Giants threw the earth at his wife. 


When Iyoji died he was so tall that he lay across all the countries in the North. And so it came about that the 
inhabitants of all these countries had to cut his body in pieces before they could bury him. 


3. AWOMAN’S PROMISE IS OF NO WORTH. 


Once there was a man who promised he would not leave the place where his wife died for seven days, no matter 
where the place might be; and his wife made a similar promise. 


One day they set forth to visit her parents, and during their journey through the thick bush, Allah sent the Angel of 
Death to her, and there it was that she breathed her last. When she died the man said: "I will not leave her for seven 
days”. 


Shortly afterwards a vulture came to him and said: “Oh, man, give me this girl that I may pick out her eyes. If you 
give her to me, I will give her back after I have done with her, and you may bury her”. 


But the man told the vulture of his promise, and said “My promise forbids me to do this”. 


“Worthless one”, cried the vulture: "Women do not value promises made to them, neither do they keep the promises 
they make." 


“Then”, said the man, "since you tell me this is so, wait while I dig up her body; after that you may pluck out her 
eyes”. And he dug her up. 


When the vulture had finished, he said "Now you shall bury her again." And he stretched his wings and said "Look 
under my wings. You will see a small flask. Do you see it? It is very useful. It is a charm against death. Even if a 
man has been dead for two days, he will rise up alive, if you give 

him to drink of this potion. Take it. Since you have done me a kindness, I will repay you." 


Then the man set out for home. When he arrived he found that the son of the Chief had died, so he gave him some 
of the magic potion, and the boy rose up alive and well. 


After this he married again and went about practising witchcraft. Now his wife had a lover who, seeing the witch 
doctor had gone away to practise his craft, came to her and said “I want you to get this flask for me. 
If you do, you shall become my Chief Wife and Queen of all I possess." 


A little later the man came back and his wife stole the flask and took it to her lover. Shortly afterwards there was a 
death in the town and the new owner of the flask administered the charm and the man recovered. 


After this the woman's lover took her husband before the judge, saying 
“This man has stolen a flask from me and it is an heirloom.” 


And the Judge said “Bind the thief and take him away into the thick bush, and leave him there to die.” 


And so it came about that when he was lying in the bush, the vulture came to him and said “It is because you were 
foolish enough to make a promise to a girl, that you find yourself in this condition. Now you will remain here until 
the flask has been recovered." 


Then the great bird called: “Hyena, where are you? Dog, where are you? Come I will see if you are able to recover 
the flask; but first I will test you. Dog! Run away, and you, Hyena, run after him and catch him and bring him 
back." So the Hyena ran and caught the dog and brought him back. But the dog was very angry and cried "What 
kind of game is this? I object to this treatment.” 


Then the Vulture said: "Since this plan has failed, let the rat and the cat be called.” And he told the rat to run away 
and the cat to catch it. When the cat had brought back the rat, the vulture said “Oh, Rat, do you object to being 
carried like this ?" And the Rat replied "Should we go the whole way to the town and back like this, the cat would 
not give me a scratch." 


Then the Vulture told his son to pick up both these animals and to take them to the thief's house. 


When they got there the man was asleep, and the cat went in first, but could not find the flask! So the cat took the 
rat over the wall and the rat entered and sniffed about and sniffed about, until he smelt it in the man's 

mouth. Then he bit him in the lip, and the man cried out from the pain, and the flask fell out. The rat picked it up 
and the cat who was waiting outside, caught the rat and jumped over the wall round the house and took him to the 
young vulture. 


When they had come back to the place where the man still lay bound, the Vulture said, "See, I put this magic flask 
back under my wing. From now onwards until the Day of Judgment, Man shall not have a potion which will bring 
him to life again.” 


4. EVIL REWARDED. 


One dark night two young men were talking over what they would do if either of them became King [i.e. local 
Chief]. One said, “If I were to become King of this Town [1.e. local Chief] I would kill the King.” 


“Tf it were me”, said the second, ’there would be nothing I should want more than to run away with the King’s chief 
wife.” But they did not know that the King himself was close by and had overheard all that they said. 


On the following morning the King ordered them to be brought, and he pointed at the first youth and said: "I make 
you King of the Town [i.e. local Chief], but since I am also King, there is nothing I desire more than that you should 
die.” And he called his executioner and ordered him to kill him. 


After that, he called the second young man and made him King [i.e. local Chief], and ordered him to be taken into 
the palace so that he could see all his wives. That night the young man went to the chief wife's room and asked her 
to be his wife. She said, “Only if you take me away"; and then she took some gold out of a box and chose one of the 
King's horses and loaded it. She told her lover to take some of the gold and to mount the horse. After that she got up 
behind him and they rode away. 


At the first call to prayer the King came with his soldiers and opened the door of his Chief Wife's room, and ordered 
the lad to be brought out and killed. But Lo, there was no one there. The King was furiously angry and ordered all 
his soldiers to follow and capture the young man and his wife. They galloped and galloped as fast as they could and 
at last they came to the banks of a river. There they gave some money to the King of the River and asked him to 
save them from the soldiers. But he refused, saying, “Only birds can cross this river.” 


But now the King's men were very close, and the young man cried, “For the sake of Allah and the prophets, save 
me.” Whereupon the daughter of the King of the River said, "If you marry me I will save you.” 


So he said he would and put her also on the horse behind him. "Now’”,, said the King of the River, "Close your 
eyes.” This they did and when they opened them, they found themselves far away in the bush. 


But they had no food and soon they became very hungry. It was then that they met the King of the Farms and asked 
him for some corn, but he refused to give them any. But the daughter of the King Of the Farms said, “If you marry 
me, you shall have some corn.” 


So he said he would and hoisted her up onto the horse too. After they had eaten and drunk, they set forth on their 
travels and in a short time reached a large town. 


Now the inhabitants of the town went to the King and said,"Behold, a stranger has come to our town, and he is a 
stronger man than you. It will be better for you to kill him. If not he will be more powerful than you and will drive 
you away.” But the King refused to do that. 


So they said, “Put this stranger to the test. Let all your wives be brought forth, and if from among them he can 
choose your chief Wife, then he shall supersede you: but if he fails you shall have him put to death." To this plan 
the King agreed, as he was not a brave man. 


Now the King’s Chief Wife had overheard this, so in the middle of the night when the King was asleep, she crept 
out of the Palace and went to the stranger's house, and she told him what to do, saying, "The King has 100 wives, 
and tomorrow they will come forth 20 at a time. I shall be in the last twenty and will be standing 9th from the left. 
You will recognize me because I shall wear a necklace of the kind that merchants bring from the East.” 


The following day the King made a proclamation and a great crowd gathered to witness the test. The drummers 
were there, also the trumpeters and pipers. And there was the King surrounded by his councillors and with the Chief 
Eunuch by his side. Immediately he gave the order for the women to be brought forth, so that the stranger should 
make his choice. Needless to say the young man made no mistake. So all the people shouted that he was their King, 
and that the old King must die. And so it came about that the young stranger became King and lived happily and 
was very rich. 


5. HOW A POOR MAN CAME TO MARRY A PRINCESS. 


Now there was once a Princess who was very beautiful and many princes came to seek her hand. But she told her 
father she would not marry anyone who was not good at riddles. And so many a king's son came, but she sent them 
all away. At last a poor man heard the story of the Princess and he made up his mind to try and marry her. 


So he went home to his wife and said: "Grind me some corn and put the flour in a bag. I am going on a journey." 
His wife asked him why he was going away and he told her. She was very angry and cried "Will you go away and 
leave me and our four children". But he told her to be silent and to give him the flour. 


When she had given him the bag he set forth. After two days journey he came to the Princess's Palace and asked to 
be taken to her. But the slave girls who attended her laughed at him and said "Will the Princess talk to a poor man 
like you. You have only a loin cloth and you are very dirty." 


But one among them was more sensible, for she asked him if he was good at riddles. When he said "yes”, she went 
in and told the princess, and the Princess ordered him to be brought in and he came and greeted her saying, "peace 
be upon thee", to which she replied "Upon thee be peace". 


After the usual salutations were completed he said, “Oh Slave of Allah, have you a fish's coat?” To which she 
replied that she had. "Then let it be brought for I would adorn it, Oh Slave of Allah." 


And the Princess arose and went out of the room. When she returned she brought some water in a calabash, saying 
"See the fish's coat." Whereupon he opened his bag and poured the flour into the water’. And then he cried 
"Behold the fish's fine clothing. Is it not true that fish can go nowhere without water ?!" 


Now the Princess was pleased that he was good at riddles and she told her father she wanted to marry the poor man. 
So the King called him and ordered him to be shaved. He gave him silk robes and sprinkled him with scent. Then he 
ordered a beautiful horse to be saddled and he rode through the town with him. When they returned to the palace, 
the king sent for the poor man's wife and children and he ordered a house to be built for them. On the following day 
he made a great feast and the poor man was married to the Princess. 





? The usual drink given to a stranger is water with flour stirred into it. Plain water is never offered. 


6. GWARI 
Note. This story is reputed to be true, and Gwari is living now at Dankama, a town close to Katsina. 


Gwari, a courtesan, saw a rich stranger ride into her town, so she took him into her house and gave him plenty of 
good food and meat and delicacies. It was not long before she had reduced him to poverty. 


Now a certain man heard about her and how she robbed men of their possessions. So he took a bag and went off to 
the bush and filled it with stones of about the size of Kola nuts. Then he went home and bought twenty Kola nuts. 
These he put on top of the stones before he tied up the bag. 


After he had made his preparations he set out for Dankama, and when he arrived, he went to Gwari's house. 


When she saw him she asked what had brought him he replied. "I have come from Kano to sell Kola nuts, and I 
heard of you and have come to stay with you". 


When she heard this she told him to take his bag into the house, and she gave him good food and made love to him. 


On the following morning he opened the bag and took out the twenty Kola nuts and gave them to her. And tying up 
the bag again said, "I am not going to sell any Kola nuts for a week, by which time I shall be rested.” 


So for seven days she looked after him and fed him and let him make love to her. Now on the eighth day a big 
market was held and the stranger said to Gwari:"Let us now go to the market. If I do not see many Kola nuts for 
sale, I will go and get mine and you shall sell them for me.” 


So they went off and she sat down in her pitch, whilst he walked round to see who was selling Kola nuts. But when 
he had got to the entrance to the market he went right away and did not come back again. And there was Gwari 
waiting for him all day till the sun set. 


At last she went home and waited for him, but he did not come back. 


Neither did she see him next day. So at last she went to the Chief of Dankama and told him that she thought 
something must have happened to the stranger, and how he had left a large bag of Kola nuts at her home. 


Then the Chief ordered the bag to be brought and its contents to be counted. Well, of course, when they opened the 
bag nothing but stones were found and everybody laughed at the woman. 


7. HOW A BAD BOY BECAME A KING. 


Once upon a time there were a man and his wife, who had two children - a boy, called Auta and a girl. Knowing 
that he and his wife would shortly die, the father called his daughter and said, "I give Auta into your charge. 


Anything that he wants, you must let him have.” Then the father and mother died, leaving a large number of sheep, 
goats, oxen, camels and corn. 


Soon afterwards the boy said to his sister, " I want to burn the sheep." "What is the use of that?" said his sister. 
"Would you kill the animals that will be useful to us?" But the boy replied, "Do you not remember what our father 
said when he was about to die? Did he not say you were to give me whatever I wanted?" And so she had to let him 
do as he liked. 


Not long afterwards he burnt the goats, and soon nothing was left to them at all. In spite of all the girl said, he did 
not care but burnt them all. 


So his sister went to a farm and gleaned the corn after the harvester had cut it, and when she came back, she hid 
what she had found. Thus they were able to live comfortably for several days. But Auta wanted to find out where 
his sister kept her corn, so he put some ashes in the border of her loin cloth when she was asleep. 


Next morning when she went to her store, the boy followed the ashes which had fallen on the ground and so he 
found the store. Although his sister told him not to, he burnt that as well, and so they were left with nothing to eat. 
And now there was nothing for them to do but beat a drum and beg for food. And so from town to town they 
wandered in rags. 


At last they came to a town where a man gave them lodging, and whilst the girl went out to beg, her brother played 
with the man's children. "Let us play a game", he said. "I will get into this mortar, and when I have got out, you 
shall get in." But when they were all inside, he took the pestle and pounded and pounded them until they were all 
dead, and he put their heads on the neighbours' doorsteps. 


When his sister came back and saw what had happened, she said they must run away. Well they ran away into the 
bush and all the men of the town tried to catch them, but after a long time they shook them off and came to another 
town. 


Now in this town there was a witch, and the boy and girl asked her for a lodging. She was rude to them and refused 
and said she would call an evil spirit to catch them. 


But Auta got very angry and wanted to punish her. So he stole some of the stones the old woman used for 
smoothing her grindstone and he put them in the fire; and when the evil spirit appeared he threw the hot stones at it 
one by one until it died. After that he took the body to the bank of a river where the women came to get water, and 
put his shoes and stick beside it. 


In the morning the women came, and when they saw the Evil Spirit lying there they ran away to the town and told 
the King. So the King told his warriors to go and find out all about it, and they put on their charms and went to the 
river. It was a very long time before anyone was brave enough to go close, but at last one of them did, and when his 
friends saw that he was not hurt, they came too. When they saw that their enemy was dead, they took the shoes and 
the stick to the King and said “Someone has killed the Evil Spirit”. And everyone was very glad. 


Now the King had a beautiful daughter, and when she saw what had happened she said she would marry the man 
who had been so brave. So the King made a proclamation and said that the man who could put on the shoes should 
marry his daughter. Many of the nobles said they had killed the Evil Spirit, but when they tried they could not put 
on the shoes. 


At last someone told the King that a stranger and a girl had arrived the day before and were living in a certain 
house. So the King ordered him to be brought. Shortly afterwards Auta came and when he had greeted the King he 
put on the shoes. So the King made a great feast and his daughter married Auta. And the King gave him half his 
kingdom and Auta’s sister became one of the King’s wives. 


8. THE BURNER OF BAD BEANS. 


Once there was an Emir of Katsina, who had a very cruel son, for he never rode a horse, but always rode men and 
used to hurt them cruelly with his spurs. 


There was also at that time, a man called The Burner of Bad Beans, and this man hated the Emir's son because of 
his wickedness. One day he said, “If the Prince ever rides me, he will never ride another man again.” 


But someone told the Emir's son, so he called the Burner of Bad Beans and rode him through the town. 


Now near the dye pits men had made a huge fire and were burning earth from the sides of the dye pits in order to 
make mortar. 


Well the Prince's mount saw this and gripped his riders legs, and rushed straight into the fire, where they were both 
burnt to death. 


This is why the Slayer of the Prince was called the Burner of Bad Beans. 


Alternative wording from Geoffrey Webb’s Five year in Twe White Man’s Grave: 


There was once an Emir of Katsina who had a very cruel son. This princeling used to amuse himself by compelling 
his subjects to carry him on their backs and, once he was mounted, he would thrash his unfortunate mount and ride 
him round the market place in front of his friends. And because his father was Emir no one dared to refuse to carry 
him. 


However, at last there arrived in the city a fearless man known afterwards as ‘The Burner of Bad beans’. He cared 
nothing for the prince and openly defied him until at last the Emir’s son summoned him and ordered him to be his 
mount. He came at once and the prince rode him around the city lashing him with his whip. 


But the Burner of Bad Beans knew what he was about and headed for the dye-pits where he knew the dyers would 
have a large fire. Arrived there, he rushed into the fire bearing his royal burden and both of them perished in the 
flames. 


9. KAURA KURE GUMARI. 


Long ago Dan Balkore, King of the North’, passed by the city of Katsina, on his way to conquer some of the towns 
of that country. So Momma, the Emir of Katsina, gathered. together his army and, rode out to meet him, and there 
was a great battle in which the Emir’s army was scattered. 


At last, when he saw there was no one left to help him, the Emir rode back towards the City. Now he was very 
thirsty and, seeing a hut, he dismounted and greeted the owner, a poor weaver. But the weaver only raised his head 
and then went on with his work. 


“T am thirsty and wish you to give me some water," said the Emir. But the weaver answered not a word. Again the 
Emir addressed him and again he made no reply. But when Momma repeated his request a third time, the weaver 
put down his shuttle and said: "Oh, worthless one, for such you must be, if this is not so, why do you ride the horse 
which the Emir gave you? Why do you wear such fine clothes, when you should be helping your lord? You have 
run away and left him. If you want water you must go elsewhere. If the Emir comes back and finds you, what will 
you say to him?” 


Then Momma rode away without saying who he was. Neither did he tell anyone what had happened, but later he 
found out all about the weaver and that his name was Kure Gumari. 


About seven months afterwards, Kaura, a powerful chief, died and all the big chiefs came to Katsina to try and gain 
favour and be made chief in his place. Then the Emir sent by night and called the poor weaver, and when he came 
he asked him if he recognised him. Kure Gumari said “No”. 


The Emir said: “I am the Emir of Katsina. That which you did to me on the day of the battle did not make me angry, 
in fact it pleased me. Have you heard that Kaura has died? Well, because of your loyalty, you shall be the new 
Kaura to-day. And if you serve me faithfully, you shall be well rewarded." 


So on the following morning the Emir summoned the weaver before his councillors and all the important men of the 
town, and placed the Kaura's turban on his head. Then he gave him many wonderful presents and sent him away to 


rule his province. 


Always after that Kaura Kure Gumari helped the Emir in his wars and there was no braver man than he. 





> Sultan of Katsina-Maradi. See p. 169, Hunwick, J.O., Arabic Literature of Africa vol.2, The writings of Central Sudanic Africa, E.J.Brill, 
Leiden, 1995 


10. THE FARMER AND THE HYENA. 


Once there was a farmer who vowed he would kill a hyena, because she had spoilt his farm. So he took his bow and 
arrows and a sharp spear, and went away into the hills. 


After he had been hunting all day he found the hyena in its hole, and he wounded it sorely with his spear. As she 
tried to get out of her hole, he caught her between his knees and struck her repeatedly. 


But the hyena perspired so much from the awful pain, that she slipped through 
his legs and ran away. So the farmer went home very angry and vowed that he would find the Queen of the Hyenas 
and kill her. 


Two nights later he found the tree where the hyenas met, and he climbed up and hid in the branches. He had not 
long to wait before the moon rose, and then he saw hundreds of hyenas sitting in a circle beneath him. 


One of them spread a mat at the foot of the tree and their Queen came and sat on it. She told each of her subjects 
where he should go and hunt, and they saluted her and went away. 


But when there were about twenty animals left, she lifted up her head and addressing the farmer, said: “What do 
you want here?!!” And he replied: “I have come to kill you because one of your subjects has ruined my farm.” 

Then the Queen said: “Climb down and escort me to my palace. I will give you a charm which will make you a very 
lucky hunter and make you very rich. But if you try to kill a hyena you will die at once.” 


So the man came down and the Hyena gave him the charm saying, “Now I will escort you to your house.” When 
they arrived the man went in and brought out a huge goat which he gave to her; “For”, said he, “Shall I not reward 
you for the great kindness you have done to me?” And the great Hyena was very pleased and went home. 


Not long afterwards she came back and told him that she would take him to a place where there was a mother 
elephant with its child. So off they went and when they came to the place, the farmer climbed a great tree. Then the 
young elephant came and he shot it with a poisoned arrow and it fell down and cried in its agony. 


When its mother heard the cries, she came to see what was the matter, and very soon she spied the man in the tree 
above her. She tried to reach up and pull him down, but he caught her trunk and tied it fast to one of the branches. 
When he had done that he climbed down and ran away to call his friends. They came back with him and cut off all 
the good meat and went home very happy. 


When the farmer reached his house he looked for a pot, because he wanted to cook the meat. And there; before his 
eyes, was a vessel already on the fire and it was full of gold pieces. So he buried the gold in a hole in the floor, 
because he thought that people would think he had stolen it if he showed it to them. Afterwards he became very rich 
and one day he became a great chief. 


This is the reason why men never hunt hyenas. 


11. THE BEGINNING OF LEPROSY. 


One day a boy went hunting in a haunted hill called Dutsin Bagashin. Now when he got there an old witch asked 
him what he wanted, and he said he had come to hunt rock conies.“If your father and mother’, she said, “have not 
given you permission to go out whenever you like, you must go home and ask them.” 

And he replied, “My father said I could go where I liked during the day time, and my mother said she would allow 
me to do what I liked at night.” 


“That is alright”, said the witch. "Now which do you want to Kill first, a squirrel, a rock coney, or a wild cat?” “I 
want to kill a wild cat,” said he. 


Then the old witch took him to a wild cat and the latter asked the boy what kind of a bow he had got. “I have a bow 
which will shoot a very long way," said he. Whereupon the cat replied: “Go home. And the reason why I tell you to 
go home is that, since the beginning of the world, no hunter has ever killed a wild cat, no matter what kind of bow 
he used. There only two ways in which I can die. Either Allah will take my life, or else a man will entrap me in my 
hole”. 


So the boy went home and told his father what had happened, and his father said: “If you want to kill the cat, chase 
it till it runs down its hole in a baobab tree, then cut off a branch of a thorny bush and you will be able to pull the 
animal out with it, as the thorns will catch in its fur.” 


Then the man’s son ran away and did as his father had told him, and sure enough he caught the cat. But when he 
had pulled it out, the cat said, "Truly, the Black Man is to be feared. Be patient with me and go and tell your father 
that his plan was a clever one. Since Allah gave you such cleverness, you should hunt animals which will give you 
more profit. Go home and ask your mother for her advice.“ 


So he set the cat free and went home, and asked his mother what he should do. "Take a friend with you," she said, 
"and go up the hill to-night, and leave two other friends at the bottom of the hill, who can be ready to help you if 
you want them.” 


After the evening call to prayer he set out with his companions, and they had not gone far when they met rock 
coney. “What have you come for?’, said the coney. “We have come to hunt conies”, they replied. “Stop”, said the 
animal, ‘you must let me and my friends alone. Of all the animals created by Allah, are we not the only ones 
without tails? Is it not Allah’s desire that there should be at least one kind of animal without a tail? But see, I will 
show you the porcupine’s hole, since you wish to go hunting.” 


So off they went to the porcupine’s hole, and when they got there, the boy went in and found a mother porcupine 
sitting on a silver chair and suckling her two babies. Then the mother said, “You have come to kill me, have you? 
Listen to me. You, yourself, are not able to do so, neither is your father unless he is a witch-doctor. It is better for 
you to leave me alone and hunt other animals. But I will be kind to you and give you a charm which will make you 
and your father great hunters.” 


She went into a corner and found a bottle which she gave to the boy saying, “Take this home to your father, and rub 
the liquid onto your bodies”. So the boy left her and took the bottle home to his father. But when they opened it, and 
the charm touched them, all their fingers fell off. This was the beginning of Leprosy. 


12. MEN ARE DESCENDED FROM MONKEYS. 


Once four hunters went into the bush and, by surrounding a thicket, managed to kill a very strange animal. Not one 
of them knew what it was. Now whilst they were looking at it, a baboon came up and said, "Don't you know what 
that is?” And when they told him that they did not, he said, “I do and I will tell you, but first you must give me your 
quivers. And seeing that they were unwilling he told them to go away and think it over. 


When they had done so they returned and, lo, the baboon had changed into a man. And the man told them to give 
him their quivers and that he would tell them what kind of animal it was they had shot. 


Again they went away to think it over, but this time, when they came back they found the man had turned into a 
buffalo which charged at them with great ferocity. Now they were frightened of the buffalo so they made 
themselves invisible and went home. 


A few days later the buffalo turned himself into roan and came to call on the hunters. He asked one of them to go 
for a walk with him, and, when they had reached an ant-hill not far away, the roan tried to kick his companion to 
death, but the latter made himself invisible and went home and told his friends. 


They all talked it over and finally decided that one of them should partake of a charm which would make him 
invisible and then go and hunt the roan. This he did, and after he had killed the animal he went and called the other 
hunters to help him cut up the meat. 


All four of them took their knives and started to cut up the roan. But to their great astonishment they found two little 
babies inside and they were both alive. Now the hunters were very frightened and said they could not eat the meat 
of such a wonderful animal. 


But the babies laughed at them saying, "Look. These men went out hunting and Allah gave them success, and now 
they refuse to eat what Allah gave them. This proves that men's ancestors were monkeys!!” 


13. THE REWARD OF INQUISITIVENESS 


There was once a man called Babban Baki who shared a farm with a friend. They shared each other's food and 
worked side by side. One day a man came and called Baki's friend and said, ““Give me the money you owe me.” “T 
have not got any money’, said the other. “Be patient and I will give it to you when I have some”. “To-day you have 
broken your promise”, was the reply. “We will go to heaven and you shall pay me my debt." So Baki’s friend put 


down his hoe and said, "Very well. Let us go to heaven and I will pay you”. 


Now there was a very deep well close to where they were standing and they went to it; and Baki stood and watched 
to see what was going to happen. When they got to the mouth of the well, Baki's friend jumped in and his creditor 
followed. 


Now Baki wondered at this and put down his hoe saying, "I have never been told how debts are paid in heaven. I 
must go and see for myself." So he jumped in too and all three of them were killed. Truly Babban Baki was 
punished for his inquisitiveness. 


14. MISPLACED CONFIDENCE. 


Once a cat went on the Pilgrimage to Mecca and when he came back he said, “Let the Chicken come and greet me 
on my return from the Pilgrimage”. So they said, "Very well", but they decided to go and ask the Jackal for his 
advice. 


When the Jackal asked them what they wanted, they said: “The Cat has come back from the Pilgrimage and says we 
must go and greet him. He says he has repented and will not eat chicken any more”. 


"This is my advice. Go to him, but if you see him moving his tail from side to side, then you will know he has not 
repented and you must not go close to him. But if you see that he keeps his tail still, then he has spoken the truth 
and you may go close to him”. 


So they went off and found the cat. But they saw that his tail was moving, so they stopped and greeted him at a 
distance. Then the cat said, “Come closer to me.” One of them forgot their friend’s advice and went near to him. 


Immediately the cat pounced on it and caught it and the others ran away. Hence the Hausas say, "So and so's 
repentance is like that of a cat with a chicken in it's mouth”. 


15. THREE MEN WHO HAD THEIR FORTUNES TOLD. 


There were once three friends who went to a Mallam (learned man) and asked him to tell their fortunes, and to tell 
them what to do so that they should be rich. 


To one he said, “If you trade in salt petre you will become rich" To another "By lying down you will gain wealth". 
And the third man was told to go wandering from town to town crying sorrowfully. 


So they went away and the first man set out to the East and bought some salt petre, and turning South he found a 
town where there was a great scarcity of his wares. Here he sold all he had and made a great profit, for the king of 
the town paid him 1000 cowries for half of what he had and the townspeople bought all the rest. 


After that he bought ten donkeys and on each donkey loaded ten sacks of Kola nuts. When he had made all his 
preparations, he set out for his native town and on the way he came to a place where there was a great scarcity of 
these delicacies. In fact the people had not had Kola nuts for a week. So he stopped there and his host went to the 
King and told him of the stranger who had bought so many loads of Kola nuts. 


When the King heard this he ordered the trader to be brought and he bought half his wares for ten slaves. The 
remainder of his goods were sold to the people of the town for much money. After that our friend went home, for by 
now he was a very rich man. 


Now when the man, whom the Mallam had told to lie down, heard of his friend's fortune he went to him and said 
“That which the Mallam said was true. I will now go and do as he told me. But I pray thee give me some money, for 
I have not even a cowry.” 


So the rich man gave him 20,000 cowries and he went away and bought 50 mats. These he took and set off on his 
travels. At last he came to a town where there was a mighty king, who had a beautiful daughter, a virgin. There he 
settled down and the people came and tried to buy his mats, but he told them that they were not for sale. 


Instead he spread out all his mats in his room and lay down. And there he remained lying down for a whole year. 
Not once did his host see him get up, not even when he took him his meals. 


It was about this time that the King's daughter fell ill. She was compelled to lie down and could not even sit up, no 
matter how much she tried. So the King summoned all the doctors, learned men and workers of witchcraft, but 
although they tried for seven months, they could do nothing. 


Hearing this, someone went to the King and said: “There is a stranger living in the town. He has be en lying down 
for a whole year and has never been seen sitting up. Send for him. Surely he cannot lack a cure, for he has been 
lying down for a whole year.” 


So the King sent his Vizier to call the stranger and ask his advice. "Let a big pot, firewood and water be bought,”, 
said the man, "Bring the vessel and put it close to me." And the pot was filled with water and placed on the fire, 
where it boiled all night. 


Then the stranger arose and picked up some earth, and dropped the earth into the pot, crying, “Allah, Allah. It is a 
lie that I have told. I know of no cure for this girl. Of thy goodness help me, I pray thee." Then he ordered the water 
to be taken to the Palace and the King’s daughter to be washed with it. Immediately this had been done the girl 
stood up, completely cured. 


Three days later the King ordered her to be washed and annointed with henna and prepared for marriage. A great 
feast was prepared and marriage gifts brought, and the King ordered all these things to be taken with his daughter to 
the stranger’s house. “For”, said he, "she shall help him to lie down.” 


And so she married the stranger and one day she gave birth to a son. Some seven years later the child was 
circumcised and dressed in trousers, a gown and cap. On that day his father arose and, preceded by the boy, went to 


the King, who aid to him, "What has made you get up?” Then the stranger showed him his son and said, “Since my 
son has grown up, my time for lying down is finished.” 


So the king divided his Kingdom in half and shared it with the stranger. It was thus that he became wealthy. 


There remains the man who had been told that lamentation would bring him riches. When he heard what had 
happened to his two friends, he arose and set off to seek his fortune. 


After many days he came close to a city where a certain rich woman had just died. Now it was not known whence 
she had come, nor had anyone ever seen any of her relations. 


Meanwhile our friend, remembering the words of the Mallam, entered the city crying bitterly and giving utterance 
to woeful lamentations. He had not gone far before an old woman called to him and said, "Why do you cry so 
bitterly? Has some relation of yours died?" And she took him to the house where the rich woman had died and said, 
"See her. brother. I found him and he was crying”. 


So they asked him, “Are you her brother?" and he said, “We were children of the same mother and father “. Then 
he was taken to the King of the city who, when he heard what the people said, ordered that he should be given the 


dead woman's house and all her possessions. “For," said the King, “all her possessions shall be his.” 


And so in the end all three friends became rlch, because they had done what they were told to do. 


16. A KING WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN FORTUNE TELLERS. 


In the days of Aliyu, Emir of Kano’, there was a certain Mallam Dodo, who was a fortune teller. People came to the 
Emir and told him of Dodo's powers, but he would not believe it and said it was a lie. 


Shortly afterwards the fortune teller arrived in Kano and a rest house was allotted to him. And Dodo had not been 
there many days before he heard what the Emir had said of him. 


Now the Emir had a concubine whom he loved more than all the others. So Mallam Dodo called an Evil Spirit and 
said, “Go and touch the girl's eyes and make her blind." 


Then her eyes began to pour forth tears and she became blind. There was nothing she could do but lie down. The 
Emir was very sad and called all his doctors, mallams and witch doctors to cure her. But there was not one of them 
who was able to do so. 


At last Emir called Mallam Dodo and said, “This girl has been smitten by some illness in her eyes. If you know of 
any remedy, in the name of Allah I pray thee help her." To this Mallam Dodo replied, “Our secrets are true. The 
people of the villages believe in them, but you do not, O King. However, since you ask, we will help you. Let a 
female slave be called." 


When the Slave came he said to her, “Go to the sick girl and say to her eyes,’Mallam Dodo commands you to get 
well again.“ 


So she went and did as she had been told and the Emir’s favourite was able to see again, just as if she had never 
been ill. Then all the women cried out with joy and the Emir came in and found that she had recovered, and he was 


very happy. 


Then Aliyu came out and said, “Mallam, I repent of my disbelief’, and he gave him 1,000,000 cowries and many 
beautiful gowns and slaves. From that time onwards he believed everything what Mallam Dodo said. 





ss Aliyu Ibn Abdullahi-Maje Karofi, ruled 1894-1903, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aliyu_Babba 


17. THE JACKAL AND THE DOG. 


One day the Jackal met the Dog who was out for a walk. He said: “Let us go for a walk together. I have a plan so 
that we shall not get very tired as we go along. First you get into this bag and I will carry you a little way. Then 
when I get tired, I will get in and you shall carry me. Thus we will do till we have had a good walk.” 


So the Dog agreed and jumped into the sack and the Jackal picked him up, and they went off, changing places every 
now and then. 


Now when they came close to the Hyena’s hole the Dog was in the bag. And the Jackal, who wanted to do the 
Hyena a good turn, took him to the Mother Hyena and said: “Here is some food for your children.” 


Then he ran away as fast as he could. Now the Mother was just going out hunting, so she gave the little Hyenas the 
bag and said: "Look after this till I come back”, and she went away. 


After she had gone, the children opened the bag and the dog jumped out. Now he had thought of a plan, so he 
said,“Let us play a game. I will run to the mouth of the hole and then I will turn round and run back and you will 
see how well I run.” 


The Young Hyenas liked that, so the Dog ran to the entrance and came running back very quickly. “Do you like 
that?” he asked. "Yes," they all cried. So he said, “Do you see that tree a little way away? Well I will run out there 
and then come back very fast”. So off he went, but when he reached the tree he did not turn round, but ran away as 
fast as he could. 


Now just as he came close to his home he met the Jackal again and he said, “Oh Jackal, Allah did not agree with 
your plan, worthless one. Do you not know that the destiny of man is in Allah's hands and in his alone?" 


And the Jackal could only reply that he had taken him there so that the young Hyenas could see what a Dog looked 
like. 


18. THE WISDOM OF THE JACKAL. 
Once a Lion married a Hyena and in due course she gave birth. 
Sometime afterwards the Hyena packed up her goods and made preparations to go on a journey. When the Lion saw 
this he said, “If you are going away, you must give me my son”. To which the Hyena replied, “What! Why, you 


haven't got a son! How can you have a son by marrying a Hyena?” 


And so they were arguing about it when the Jackal came running along. When the Lion saw him he called to 
him, “Jackal, come here and settle our dispute," 


But the Jackal said, “I cannot. I am in a hurry.” Then the Lion again told him to stop, but the Jackal said: "I am in a 
great hurry. I must go to my father who is kneeling down and just about to give birth." 


"What!” said the Lion. “Do you mean to tell me that a male can give birth to children?” "Good Heavens”, replied 
the Jackal, “don't you know that? Then you had better let the Hyena keep her son!” And he ran away as fast as he 


could with the Lion after him. 


For this reason Jackals, when they howl, do not stay for long in one place, lest the Lions hear them. 


19. THE JACKAL AND THE MALLAM. 


One day the Jackal went to a Mallam and asked him to teach him to be clever. The latter agreed and told him to go 
and bring him some buffalo's milk in a calabash which he gave him. 


The Jackal went off into the bush and at last he saw a buffalo: so he started talking to himself, and the buffalo said, 
“To whom are you talking?" “To myself’, he replied. "You see we have been having a great argument. Some say 
you are so strong that you can knock down a baobab tree, but others say you cannot." 


"What?” said the buffalo, "do they say I cannot knock it down with my horns?” And she charged at a baobab tree 
near by and her horns stuck fast in it. Then the Jackal went up and milked her. After he had filled the calabash he 
took it to the Mallam. 


When he saw it, the Mallam said, “Now you must get some lion's tears", and gave him another calabash. 


Well the Jackal went off and soon found a lion lying down in the shade and he saluted him, saying, "Greetings, Oh 
King of the Bush”. “Greetings”, replied the Lion, what brings you here?” 


"I have come to see you”, said the Jackal, and spoke such sweet words to him that the lion started to cry. When the 
Jackal saw this he said, “It is not right that anyone should see the Great Ones crying”, and went up and caught the 
tears in his calabash. When he had filled his calabash he took it back to the Mallam. 


“Now”, said the Mallam, “there is one thing more for you to do. You must get me the tusks of an elephant.“ 


So off went the jackal and got a block of salt and a pot of water. When he had got them he went to a big rock and 
threw the water over it and rubbed salt all over it. But he kept a little of the salt. Then he went off and found an 
elephant and said: "Oh, elephant, I have come to see you. Look at the food we eat in our town. I have brought you 
some." 


And the elephant took the salt and ate it and she liked it very much. “Where did you get it?” she asked. "Look over 
there”, said the Jackal, and pointed to the rock; “I will take you there and you shall break some off as you are so 
strong. And then we can both have some. “ 


Then he took the elephant to the stone on which he had rubbed the salt and told her to lick it. And the elephant 
licked it and it tasted very nice. 


When he saw that, the Jackal said, “Now bite hard with' your big tusks and break some off.” And the great beast bit 
the rock so hard that her tusks broke off, and the jackal picked them up quickly and ran away and took them to the 
Mallam. 


When the Mallam saw this, he said, "You have learnt to be clever. Now I will teach you something else.” And he 
took him behind his house and told him to lie down and covered him with a large calabash. Now the Jackal found 
himself in the dark and he did not like it, so he crawled out and hid himself nearby. 


Soon he saw the Mallam in the distance bringing a big stone, and he saw him come and dash it down on the 
calabash. Seeing this the Jackal jumped up and cried, “Oh Mallam, look! Here I am!” 


And the Mallam cried: “O, cursed one of Allah. You are indeed clever. It is not possible for me to teach you 
anything!” 


20. WHY DOGS EAT GRASS. 


Now the Queen of the Dogs fell ill and her stomach pained her. She ordered medicine to be brought to her, but 
none could be found. Then someone said: “The Queen of the Hyenas has a medicine for this illness.” 


But the councillors said: “Is it likely that we shall find anyone to go and ask the Queen of the Hyenas for 
medicine?" 


However, at last a little brown and black Dog said he would go. So he set out and soon came to the entrance of the 
Hyenas’ town, where all the young Hyenas started howling. “Look! A Dog. Look! Look! A Dog”. And they 
continued howling till he came to the Queen’s Palace. 


There he saw some huge Hyenas sitting in a circle. They were the Queen’s advisers. And they said, “Oh Dog. What 
has brought you here to-day?" To which he replied, “I have not come out of inquisitiveness, but because I have been 
sent.” 


So the Queen was informed and she ordered the Dog to be brought in. When he had greeted the Queen, the Dog 
said, “The Queen of the Dogs has a pain inside and it was said that no one has a cure for her except you. No one 
was willing to come and ask you except me.” 


“Yes”, said the Queen, “It is true that I have this medicine. But you will not take it back. If someone tells your 
Queen to pluck three blades of grass and eat them, she will get well. But you shall not go”. 


Then the little Dog said: "Since this is your decree, I pray of you to grant me three favours. Allow me, I pray, to 
gallop to the town gate and back three times. After that you shall do what you like to me.” 


And the Queen agreed to this. So the Dog ran fast to the gate and back again and all the Hyenas watched him. A 
second time he ran, and a third time. But the third time he ran very fast indeed straight out of the gate and away. All 
the Hyenas followed him, but he got home first and told the Queen to eat three blades of grass and to arise quickly 
and run away because the Hyenas were coming. And the Queen was cured and all the Dogs ran away and escaped. 


21. WHY THE DOG WAS NOT MADE QUEEN. 
Once it was decided to ask the Dog to be Queen. But she said: 
“Have you consulted your children?" 
And they said "No”. 


“Very well. Ask them”, said the dog. “If they promise they will not shout 'There's a dog. There's a dog’, and will not 
throw stones at me whenever I pass, I will become Queen”. 


The Dog was not made Queen 


22. THE STORY OF A FAKIR WHO WENT TO EGYPT. 
Now there was once a certain Fakir who had heard about the country of Egypt, but he had never seen it. So he made 
up his mind to go there for a visit. At that time the King of Egypt made a law and said to the guards of the City 
Gates: “Everyone who wishes to enter the city must be stopped and I must be told what he wants before he is 
allowed to come in”. 
And so, on the day that the Fakir came, the Guards said, 
“Stop, where are you going?” 
And he said: 
“Into the city. I have come to see it and its inhabitants. “ 
"Very well”, replied the guard, “sit down and wait, while the King of Egypt is informed.” 
"Why should I do so?" asked the Fakir. 


“Tt is the king's order > was the reply. 


“Oh, so Egypt is like this is it! And strangers are not allowed to enter without the King's permission. I am going 
back. I shall not come in." 


And he went away and sat down in the shade Of a tree not far from the city. Now as he was looking at the city, 
Allah sent his angels and they lifted him up unto the sky, but they left all the inhabitants on the ground naked. All 
the men and women were there, but there was not a stitch of clothing among them. And the King of Egypt cried: 


"Truly, this is an unhappy day. Let the guards on the City Gates be questioned as to whether they know any reason 
for this. Perhaps they prevented some holy man from entering our City. 


Then the guard who had stopped the Fakir replied that he had stopped a stranger and that he could see him not far 
off, sitting under a tree. When the King was told this, he ordered his Vizier and his councillors to go out and invite 
the man to come to him. So they went out and greeted the Fakir and said: 


"The King of Egypt invites you to come to him. 


“Go and tell the king of Egypt”, he replied, "that, hearing of the wonders of his city, I came to see it for myself. But 
I was not permitted to enter the gates. Now I shall go away. I have no further desire to see his city, for now I have 
seen everything. There is nothing I have not seen.” 


So they went back to the King and told him what the Fakir had said and the King ordered them to return and beg his 
forgiveness. When the Fakir heard the King's words he forgave him and the city was brought back again by the 
Angels. 


23. ALHAJI JODOMA. 


Alhaji Jodoma? was a Fakir who had travelled to the Northern limits of the Earth, a journey of 500 years. He also 
went to the Southernmost boundaries and to the west. Each journey took him 500 years. Afterwards he returned to 
Guga, a town two day's journey from Katsina. He hoped to visit the Eastern limits of the world, but Allah decreed 
that he should die there at Guga. 


Before he died he stuck his staff in the ground, and he was buried close to it. Now the staff took root and grew into 
a huge tree the like of which no man living has ever seen. Pilgrims continue to visit Alhaji's grave to this day. They 


hope to gain his blessing and his intercession with the Creator of the World. 


Stones have been placed to show the position of the grave and it can be seen to this day. 





> From ‘History of Katsina’s Gobarau minaret’, http://howng.com/history-of-kastinas-gobarau-minaret/ : Another popular myth about its 
origin states that when Muhammadu Korau slew Jibda-Yaki Sanau, the last pagan king of Katsina, he wished to construct a mosque to 
celebrate his victory. When the site was selected, there arose a problem about the Qiblah — where the mosque must face. Korau consulted 
Muslim scholars of the time and all agreed, except one, Mallam Jodoma, that the new mosque must face a certain direction. After much 
argument, with the majority of the scholars trying to persuade the king to accept their decision, an angry Jodoma pointed his staff in the 
direction of his choosing and there appeared the Ka’abah — the Muslim holy stone. This convinced the king and he made Jodoma his first 
chief imam. However, he was eventually banished after the other scholars convinced the king that Jodoma sought his throne. Jodoma 
settled at Guga, a village in the present-day Bakori LGA of Katsina State, where he died. 


24. DAN MARINA AND DAN MASANI*. 


Dan Marina and Dan Masani were two fakirs. Now Dan Marina’s mother died before giving birth to him, and she 
was buried close to the dye-pits in Katsina. So the boy was born in the grave. He climbed out of the grave and at 
night he caused the water in the dye-pits to move. The dyers saw this and decided to find out what was moving the 
water. So one of them came one night and hid, and he saw Dan Marina come out from the grave and stir the water. 
He went home and in the morning he told his fellow workers. Then they told the Emir and he ordered the boy to be 
caught that night. He was captured and the Emir put him in the hands of the cleverest Mallam of the town so that he 
should be educated. 


Now every book that he was given he read at once without any difficulty. He knew all the books relating to the 
Moslem Faith. And if other Mallams came to learn, then the Head Mallam always appointed Dan Marina to be 
their teacher. 


One day Dan Marina and the Head Mallam had an argument about the time when the New Moon should appear. So 
the Emir ordered Dan Masani to be called, and to be asked when the New Moon would appear, and Dan Masani 
said, “To-day". But Dan Marina cried “No”. Tell the king that, if it is the Moon of Allah, it will be seen first 
tomorrow.” 


Now Dan Masani was very angry and said this was a lie, and he went and got a calabash and cut out a piece shaped 
like a new moon. Then, when the sun set, he said prayers over this piece of Calabash and threw it up into the air 
where it remained, and everyone shouted joyfully: “See the New Moon!” 


But Dan Marina came out and looked at it and said, "That is a calabash, not the moon of Allah." 


And he stretched out his hand and cried, "Calabash, come here”’, and it fell down into his hand and he showed it to 
the people. 


Then the following day the real moon appeared. And Dan Masani was very angry and felt greatly ashamed. So he 
called Dan Marina and said: 


“You have brought great shame upon me. If it is Allah's will there shall be no seed born unto you.” 


And Dan Marina replied: “Very well, though I have no seed, people will come from the North, South, East and 
West to seek my blessing. But, as for you, no one will know where you are buried and no-one will come to visit 
your grave. 


Soon afterwards Dan Marina died and was buried close to his mother's grave. Dan Masani died also, but no one 
knows where he was buried. And to this day there are always guards over the grave of Dan Marina at night. (This is 
true, even now). at where he was buried. And Pilgrims come from Bornu, Bida, Sokoto and even from among the 
Tuaregs. They bring alms and pray to Dan Marina that he shall bless them or make intercession for them. 





® Karkarhu, M.A. The Gobarau Mosque and its Role as a Centre of Islamic Learning in Katsina: Abstract: Gobarau mosque has a great 
historical significance in Katsina. It was built through the efforts of Sarkin Katsina Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Maghili. Attempt is 
made in this write up to trace its establishment and how it turned into a centre of Islamic learning which could be rated as a university 
going by its standards. Some of its graduates later became Islamic luminaries of international repute, such as Shaykh Danmasani, Shaykh 
Darmarna, Shaykh al-Kashnawi and host of others we hope to examine also the decline of the Gobarau, and its present status. 
http://iua.edu.sd/publications/iua_magazine/african_studies/51/Dr.pdf 


25. JATO THE WITCH DOCTOR. 


Note: The following story was told me by Mallam Dan Ja, who was at Kankia, the town where these events 
took place. Mallam Dan Ja says that the story is true and that the girl Samida is still alive and the mother of 
several children. 


One day a girl called Samida took her pitcher and went to the river to get water. On her way back she met a witch 
doctor called Jato and he said to her, “Samida, have you been fetching water?" and she said she had. 


He did not say anything else and they parted. When she got home, she put down her water pot and stooped down to 
enter her house, but she fell down in the doorway. Later on someone saw her and picked her up and found that she 
was dead. Then the people cried: "This is witchcraft. Let someone go to a wizard and tell him to bring his 
medicines." 


When the wizard came he ordered fire to be brought and a pot, and took some of his medicine and put it in the pot. 
Then the girl was picked up and her head was held in the smoke, which entered her nose and mouth. 


Immediately she sat up and said, "Jato, since I met you on the way back from the river, you have been continuously 
stabbing me with a knife”; and with these words she back dead. 


So her family and the neighbours went into the town and caught Jato and brought him to the house. He was beaten 
with a rhinoceros hide whip. Then pepper and hemp were brought and pounded up together. After that, they 
took off his clothes and rubbed the mixture into his body and his eyes. 


When this was done, he was ordered to step across the dead girl three times. After he had done so she got up and 
ran away. And she said: “Why are all these people in the house?” 


And they replied: "The wizard killed you. “ 


But she laughed and would not believe them. 


26. DAIDU AND NA GANGO. 


Note: This is another witchcraft story vouched for by Mallam Dan Ja, who says he was at Kaita in 1902 
when the events took place. Kaitu is in Katsina province. 


A certain owner of performing hyenas called Sarkin Gardi, came to Malumfashi for a great Religious Festival. 
When the festival was over he went to Kaita, and was given a Rest House in the town. Then his children, a girl and 
two boys, mounted their donkeys, and the girl took a water pot and they all went to the river. 


After they had watered their donkeys and the girl had filled her pot, they set out for their house. On the way back 
they met the children of a powerful witchdoctor — a girl, Daidu, and a boy, Na Gango. These two bewitched 
Sarkin Gardi's children and when they returned to their Rest House they fell down dead. 


Then their father ran as fast as he could to the chief of the town and said: “All my children went to the river and 
when they came back they fell down and died”. Perhaps they met Daidu and Na Gango. 


Now there was a wizard in the town who had medicines and the chief ordered him to be called and taken to the Rest 
House. When he arrived he found the children dead. So he took a bag and filling it with medicine, put it in some 
water. Then he hit each of the children with it. They got up at once and ran away. After that Sarkin Gardi packed up 
his goods and left the town. 


27. FOLLY 


Soon after the Prophet, Muhammed, appeared, he met four women whose characters prevented them from finding 
husbands. 


One of them was a thief, one was always running after strange men, another was dirty, whilst the last was foolish. 


These four women decided they would go to the Prophet, tell him their troubles and ask him to find them husbands. 
So they went and bowed down before him, and he said, “What brings you here?" 


“Oh, Prophet”, they replied, “Allah has sent you, and now we have come to tell you why we cannot get husbands”. 
And they told him everything and asked him to help them. 


Then he called the foolish woman and told her to stand on one side. After that he said to the thief, “Come here” and 
told one of his attendants to call a rich man. When the rich man came he gave him the woman to be his wife, and 
when she got to his house she was given so many fine things that she never wanted to steal again. 


After that Muhammed called the second woman and told her that a husband would be found for her. He ordered a 
trader, who would be absent from his home for two years, to be called, and the woman was given to him. When the 
trader went away for the two years’ trading, he trusted his wife to behave herself. So she gave up running after 
strange men for very shame. 


Then the Prophet called the woman who was so dirty and gave her to a blind man, and he could not see the dirt and 
so he did not mind. 


The Prophet then turned to the foolish woman saying: 


“Tt is impossible to find a husband for a foolish woman. Go about and look for one yourself, and if anyone wants to 
marry you, do not refuse him. So the foolish woman went away, and not long afterwards a Prince met her and 
married her. One evening shortly after they were married, the Prince ordered his horse to be saddled; when the 
horse was brought he put on a beautiful gown, girt on his sword and rode out for exercise. He returned just after the 
evening call to prayer and lay down on the mat which his wife spread for him. 


Now it was getting dark when the wife came and looked at him as he was sleeping. So when she saw his turban 
lying loose upon his body, she said: 


”Oh Heavens, a black snake is crawling over him’, and she carefully drew his sword so that she could kill the 
snake. She raised the sword and smote with all her strength. But, Alas!, she had cut her husband in half. When she 
saw what she had done she wept bitterly. 

Now when the Prophet was told what had happened, he said: 


"Did I not tell you that it is impossible to find a husband for a foolish woman. Such a one can only find a husband 
for herself, and then she will probably lose him”. 


28. THE PROPHET’S CHARGER 


Once, the Prophet was going out to fight the infidels, and when his charger was brought he tightened the girths. But 
so strong was Muhammed that in tightening them, he cut the horse in two. So Allah sent him an iron horse, which 
he mounted, and then he defeated the infidels. 


29. THE TOMB OF SEYEDI ALI (THE CONSTELLATION OF ORION) 


Seyedi Ali was one of Muhammed 's greatest generals, and he married one of the Prophet's daughters. When he 
died The Earth said: 


"You are so Great and Holy that it is not right for you to be buried here." 


So he went up to the sky where we see him now, and there he will remain till the Last Day. 


30. SEYEDI ABUBAKR 
Seyedi Abubakr was the Prophet's Chief Disciple. One day he said: 
“If Allah is willing, he will give me a daughter and the prophet Muhammed shall marry her.” 


Soon one of his legs began to swell and went on swelling till it was very big. Then he took a knife and cut his leg 
open and a baby girl fell out. He named her Ai Shetu and, when she grew up, he gave her to the Prophet. 


31. SOLOMON'S DREAM’. 


One night the Prophet Solomon had a dream. He dreamt that he was ordered to kill his son. So at daybreak he called 
the lad and said: 


“Last night I had a dream in which I was ordered to kill you.” 

And the boy replied: 

“Praise be to God. This is indeed good news.” 

And he went out and washed and purified himself. Then he carne and lay down and said, 
“Father. Come and kill me." 


So the Prophet Solomon picked up his knife and caught the boy’s head, and held the knife against his throat. But at 
that moment Allah sent the Angel Gabriel with a ram, and Gabriel caught the Prophet's hand, saying: 


“Tt was not your son that Allah ordered you to kill, but this ram.” 


So his son got up and he killed the ram. Thus God tested the prophet's faith. 





7 Dan Ja seems to have confused Solomon with Abraham 


32. PRIDE GOETH BEFORE FALL. 
The Prophet was seated with his disciples one day, when a fisherman brought a basket full of fish and put it down in 
front of him. Muhammed looked and saw them moving in the water, and he put his finger in and touched one of 
them. Then he turned to his slave, Bila, and said: 
"Take them to the women and tell them to cook them." 
So his wives put the fish in some pots of water and cooked them. Now when the fish were nearly cooked, the 
woman looked into the pots and saw that all the fish were nearly finished except the one which the Prophet had 
touched, and that this one was swimming about. Then all Muhammed’s wives gathered round and looked, and they 
called Bila and showed him, and asked him why it had happened. And the slave said, 
“Tt is because the Prophet touched it with his finger.” 
When they heard this, the women shrieked with joy and cried, 


“See, if a fish does not get burnt when the prophet touches it, we most assuredly shall not be burnt in everlasting 
fire like men, for does not the Prophet often embrace us!" 


But when Muhammed heard what the women were saying, he called Bila and said: 
"Tell them that Allah has worse punishments than fire” 

Then the Prophet prayed to Allah, saying, 

“Tf a woman has sinned and the last day come, burn her if it be thy will, I pray thee.” 


It was from that time that Allah punished sinful women by burning them in the Everlasting Fire. Hitherto men alone 
could suffer this punishment. 


33. HOW MUHAMMED WENT TO HEAVEN. 
When Muhammed went to Mecca he met the Elders of the City and said to them: 
"Follow Allah, and his disciple and his religion. I am Allah's prophet and he has sent me to you.” 
But they replied: 
"You are a worker of witchcraft, and, though he explained many secrets to him, they would not believe in him. 


One evening, at about Lisha (9 p.m.) he purified himself and set out for the mosque. And when he and his followers 
had entered the holy building, Allah sent the Angel Gabriel to him. And the Angel said, 


“Come, oh Prophet of Allah; Allah is calling you.” 

So he entered Gabriel's Chariot, they drove away up into a great mountain. There the chariot left him and the 
mountain rose and carried him to the First Heaven. But Gabriel looked round and saw the mountain carrying the 
Prophet and he said, 

"It was thee alone, oh Prophet, whom Allah called. He did not call the mountain." 

So Muhammed ordered it to go back, but the mountain replied, 

"Oh prophet of Allah, since I have left the Earth, I pray thee ask Allah to allow me to remain here. 

So Muhammed prayed to Allah and the mountain is still up there now and will remain there till the Last Day. 

Now when the Prophet reached the First Heaven he met the Prophet Ibrahima (Abraham) and they prayed together. 
Then he passed on to the Second Heaven, where he prayed with the Prophet Yakubu (Jacob). And in the third 
Heaven he found the Prophet Hudu®, the Fourth Heaven the Prophet Issiyaku (Isaac), the Fifth Heaven the Prophet 
Ayuba [Job], in the Sixth Heaven the prophet Musa (Moses). And when he reached the Seventh Heaven he met the 
Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) with whom he worshipped’. But here the Angel Gabriel stopped and said: 


“Further than this I am not permitted to go. Go on by yourself." 


So Muhammed went forward into the presence of Allah, and all the angels made him welcome. And it was there, in 
the heavenly city of Beital Mukadassi!®, that Allah spoke to him. 


When night fell Allah dismissed him and he returned to Mecca. And when morning came he called the people of 
Mecca and said to them, 


“Allah called me and I went and spoke with him in the Holy City of Mukadassi.” 
Now it is a journey of 500 years from Mecca to the Holy City, so there were many who did not believe him. 
Then the Elders asked him, saying, 


“Tf you went to Beital Mukadassi, what did you see there? Of what wood are the doors of the Palace made and the 
gates of the city?" 





8 Quran Chapter 11. 

® Mallam Dan Ja’s version (which seems to have included Abraham twice) is not quite the traditional version which has a meeting with 
Adam in the first heaven, Jesus and John the Baptist in the second, Joseph in the third, Enoch in the fourth, Aaron in the fifth, Moses in the 
sixth and Abraham in the seventh. 

'0 There was one Al-Muqgqadassi, an arab geographer, born c.945 A.D. in Jerusalem - hence the city of Al-Muqgqadassi was Jerusalem, ‘the 
town whose name he bears (Muqaddasi or Maqdisi, from Al-Quds or Bayt al-Maqdis, Jerusalem)’ https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Al- 
Mugaddasi 


And Muhammed could not answer them, so Allah called Gabriel and told him to pick up the City of Beital 
Mukadassi, together with all its inhabitants, and to show it to the Prophet. And the Angel brought the Holy City 
folded in his wings, so that only the Prophet might see it, and Muhammed described it to the elders. 


When he had finished speaking, many believed him and said, “Truly he went to Beital Mukadassi.” But there were 
others who doubted him still and they were put to death. 


Alternative wording from Geoffrey Webb’s Five year in The White Man’s Grave: 


Muhammed had great difficulty in convincing the elders of the City of Mecca that he was the Prophet for, though he 
taught daily and worked many miracles, he was looked upon as nothing more than a witch doctor. 


But one evening after he had purified himself and had entered the Mosque, the Angel Gabriel appeared and called 
him saying, "Come, O Prophet of Allah, for Allah calls you". 


So he entered the Angel's chariot and they drove away up into a great mountain. But when they reached the summit 
the chariot disappeared and the mountain itself rose up and carried them to the First Heaven. 


But Gabriel said, "O Prophet, it was thee alone whom Allah called. Allah did not summon the mountain." So 
Muhammed ordered the mountain to go back. Then the mountain besought the Prophet to let it stay where it was 
since it had already left the earth. And the Prophet prayed to Allah who had compassion on the mountain and 
allowed it to stay there till the Last Day. 


In the First Heaven the Prophet Ibrahima met Muhammed and after they had prayed together, Muhammed passed 
into the Second Heaven where he met the Prophet Yakubu (Jacob) and from there to the Third Heaven to find the 
Prophet Hudu. And as he went forward to the Fourth, the Fifth, the Sixth and the Seventh Heavens he was met in 
turn by the Prophets Issiyaku (Isaac), Ayuba [Job], Musa (Moses) and Ibrahim (Abraham). 


But here it was, in the Seventh Heaven, that the Angel Gabriel left him, saying that he was not permitted to go 
further. So Muhammed went forward by himself to the Heavenly City, to the Beital Mukadassi, where the angels 
welcomed him and took him into the presence of Allah. When night fell Allah dismissed him and he returned to 
Mecca. But when he recounted the story of his journey to the Holy City, which according to tradition took five 
hundred years, the elders of Mecca refused to believe him. And it was not until he told them of what kind of wood 
the gates of the Heavenly City were made that they accepted him as the Prophet of Allah. 


34. THE PROPHET JOSEPH, SON OF JACOB". 
Joseph had three brothers older than himself, but Jacob loved Joseph more than the others. Now his brothers were 
jealous of Joseph, because his father loved him more than them. One day they went out to look after their cattle and 
they were far away in the bush. And they felt thirsty, so they said, 
"Let us go to a well and quench our thirst”. 


But when they had finished drinking they pushed Joseph into the well. 


Then Allah sent the Angel Gabriel to catch him as he fell, and to put him on a bed inside the well and to look after 
him. 


Now the brothers took his coat and killed a lamb and smeared the coat with the lamb's blood. And when they got 
home they showed it to their father and said: 


“See his coat. A hyena ate him.” 

And Jacob said, 

"Has a hyena eaten the Prophet Joseph?” 
And they said, “Yes”. 


So their father came out of the door of his house and ordered all the hyenas in the bush to come to him. And all the 
hyenas and their young came at once. Then he asked them, 


"Who, among you, has eaten the Prophet Joseph?” 
And all of them gave forth what they had eaten and showed it to him, and swore an oath denying it, saying, 


"If we have eaten the Prophet Joseph, and even if the end of the world comes tomorrow, let us be punished with the 
punishment which shall be meted out to the learned men who have forsaken their religion." 


Then Jacob believed them and sent them away. Now Joseph was in the well forty days, before some traders passed 
by on their way to Egypt. They stopped there to drink and to water their beasts. So they let down a bucket and he 
caught hold of it and held it. Then they peered in and said, 


"Who are you in the well? If you are a man, let the bucket go and we will pull you out after we have drunk and 
watered our beasts. If you are an evil spirit we shall know, because you will not let go of the bucket.” 


When he heard this, Joseph let go and the men watered their animals. After they had finished they let down a thick 
rope and drew him forth, and they said: 


"We have found a slave. Let us take him to a market and sell him and divide the money.” 

So they went to Egypt and put him in the slave market. And all the women came and gazed at him and said: 
“We have never seen such a beautiful boy as this.” 

And a certain concubine of the King of Egypt saw him and went and told Pharoah's Chief Wife: 


“T saw a very beautiful boy in the market. Since you have no son, tell the King to buy him for you, so that you may 
keep him.” 





'l This is very close to the Koran version of this story but with interesting minor local variations. e.g. see 
http://www.onelittleangel.com/sacred/books/the-holy-koran.asp?mc=12&p=2 


So she asked the King, and Pharoah ordered the boy to be brought and he gave him to her. Now Joseph had been 
with Pharoah's wife for a year, when she became so fond of him that she wanted him to lie with her, but he refused 
to do as she wished. For a whole year she tried to persuade him to lie with her, but he refused. 

Then one day the King went away to war, and when Joseph went to eat his food, the woman caught hold of him and 
tried to force him to lie with her, but he managed to slip out of her arms. But as he went out, she caught hold of his 
coat and pulled and it tore down the front, and he ran away leaving his coat behind. When the King came back, his 
wife said to him: 

“The boy you gave me tried many times to lie with me while you were away, but I refused” 

So Pharoah ordered Joseph to be bound, and summoned his councilors to give judgement, and they said: 

"In our opinion he is guilty.” 

Then Pharoah ordered him to be put in prison. But as he was about to be taken away, Joseph said to the King, 
“Call the baby which was born in your palace two days ago, that he may bear witness.” 

And the child was brought and Joseph said, 

"Ask him and he will tell you," 


Then the baby gave evidence for Joseph and said to the King and his councilors: 


“Look at the coat. It is torn in front. She, it was, who wanted him. If it had been torn behind, it would have been him 
who wanted her.” 


Then they all looked and saw that it was torn in front. But the King did not agree and ordered him to be put in 
prison. 


Now there were two men in the prison, lying in darkness, but when Joseph was brought it became light, and they 
saw food of different kinds, and they did not know where it had come from. Then Joseph told them to eat. That 
night both of these men dreamt dreams and when morning came they told them to Joseph ,saying, 

"We both dreamt dreams last night”. 

And one said, 

“T dreamt that the King caught me and was beating me.” 

Then Joseph said, 

"To-day Pharoah will set you free and show you great kindness.” 

When he heard this the other prisoner said, 

“T dreamt I was carrying dishes of food on my head, and the vultures were picking out the food”. 

And Joseph replied: 

“To-day the King will kill you.” 


Shortly afterwards, these two men were taken away to the King. To the first Pharoah was very kind, but the other 
was executed. 


Now on the following night the King had a dream, and at daybreak he ordered all the learned men and witchdoctors 
to be called and he told them his dream. 


He said, 
“T saw a fat cow eating it's thin sister.” 


So they looked into the sand and used all their skill but they did not know the interpretation. Then the man whom 
Pharoah had treated kindly, said, 


“Let Joseph, the boy you put in prison, be called. He can tell you the meaning of your dream.” 
So the King ordered Joseph to be brought and told him what he had dreamt. And Joseph said, 
“Let a two days old baby be brought.” 


And when one had been found and brought to Pharoah, Joseph said, 





“Tell the child your dream." 

So the King told the baby and the baby said: 

"This means that there will be a famine. He whom you bought with your money shall succeed you. 

Then the King set Joseph free and allowed him to live in his Palace, and put him in the care of his Chief Wife again. 
Now Pharoah’s wives and concubines started to say wicked things to the Chief Wife: 

"Did you not try to make Joseph lie with you?” they said. 

And these women had never even seen him. So he said, 

“Let all the pumpkins brought into this country be brought to me." 

And she gave all the women presents of Kola Nuts and told them that next day they were to cut up the pumpkins. 

So mats were spread and the pumpkins collected and each woman brought a knife and started cutting them up. Then 
Pharoah's Chief Wife asked Joseph to promise her to go to the place where they were cutting up the pumpkins, and 
she went and sat down there with the other women. So Joseph went and stood there and the women kept lifting their 
heads to look at him, but every time they looked up they cut their hands and blood poured out. Then the Chief Wife 


said to them, 


"To-day only have you seen him, and see you have cut your hands because you have been trying to attract his 
attention. What do you think of me now, who have had him for a whole year in my room!?” 


Then the women saw the truth of her words and stopped saying evil things of her. 
Some years afterwards Pharoah died and Joseph was made King of Egypt. 
Now by this time the Chief Wife had grown old, but Joseph had loved her always and he said, 


“Love does not grow old. Before I became king she loved me and I could not make her my wife. Now that I am 
King she has grown old.” 


So he prayed and Allah made her young and beautiful again, because they loved each other, and Joseph married her. 


Soon afterwards there was a great famine in the land from which Joseph had come, and the people could not get 
food unless they came to Egypt to buy it. And Joseph said, 


"Let all the food be brought to the door of my palace, and everyone who wishes to buy, must come to me and I will 
measure it out and sell it to him.” 


Now his brothers came to buy corn and he saw them; and when they had finished weighing out the corn, he ordered 
that a great deal more wheat should be given to them. Then they went home and told their father, 


"The King of Egypt gave us presents and much food.” 


Sometime later they returned with their younger brother and Joseph saw that they had brought him, and he ordered 
them to be taken to a Rest House, for "To-morrow morning their corn shall be weighed out to them”, he said. 


In the evening he ordered the brothers to be called, saying, 

“Let everyone take his dish and eat his food with his own brother (viz. same father and mother).” 
They all did so, except Joseph's own brother. 

“Where is your brother?” Joseph asked. 

“He has been lost for many years”, was the reply. 

Then he said, ’”Since you have no brother, come and eat with me”. 


On the next morning the corn was measured out to them, and Joseph went to the place where the corn was being 
weighed out to his young brother and said, 


“Let him have more’, and he took off his ring and put it in his brother's corn. Then they loaded their camels and 
went away. They had gone about one hour’s journey, when Joseph said that his ring had been stolen, 


“Go and bring back those men”, he ordered. And they were brought and he ordered all their loads to be opened and 
searched, and the ring was found in the young man's corn. So Joseph ordered him to be bound and sent the 
remainder away. Now when Jacob asked them where their young brother was, they replied, 

“He stole something belonging to the King and has been put in prison.” 

And their father was very sad and said, 

“You destroyed his brother and now you have destroyed him”. 

After his brothers had gone, Joseph said, 

“Where is your father?” and his brother told him. 

Then he said, 

“Do you know me? I am your brother Joseph.” 

The young man said, 

"Because you were lost, my father has been blind for seven years, from weeping so much." 

When Joseph heard this he ordered camels to be made ready and ordered his brother to go and bring his father to 
him, and he gave him one of his rings and told him to give it to Jacob. They were still forty day’s journey away 
when Jacob said, 

“T smell the sweet scent of Joseph.” 


And his sons said: 


“Truly the old man is going mad. How can he smell Joseph who has been dead all these years?" 


But when the young man arrived, he gave his father the ring, and Jacob took it and smelt it. 
“May Allah be praised”, he cried, "Now I know that Joseph is alive and not dead.” 


And he mounted one of the camels and went into Egypt. When Jacob arrived at the Palace, he dismounted and went 
in, and as his eyes met those of his son the blindness left him and he could see clearly again. 


Then Joseph ordered a house to be made ready for his father, and he told him all that had happened to him. 


And... 


[The final sheet of Geoffrey Webb’s typescript is lost] 


